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CHAPTER 4 

GENERAL OFF-STREET PARKING AND LOADING 

 

SECTION 401. PURPOSE AND INTENT 

 

It is the purpose and intent of this ordinance that off-street parking and loading areas be 

provided and adequately maintained in every zoning district for the purposes of 

promoting safe and efficient storage of motor vehicles; to avoid unnecessary congestion 

and interference with public use of streets; and to provide for sound and stable 

environmental conditions and the prevention of future blighted areas.  

 

SECTION 402. OFF-STREET PARKING AND LOADING REQUIREMENTS 
 

(1)  In all zoning districts, off-street parking and loading requirements shall be 

provided in amounts not less than specified for the various districts.  

(2)  Requirements for a use not mentioned shall be the same for that use which is most 

similar to the use not listed.  

(3)  Additional parking shall be provided and maintained in proper ratio to increase in 

floor area or building use capacity.  

(4)  For the purpose of determining off-street parking and loading requirements, the 

following provisions shall apply:  

(a)  In mercantile establishments, gross floor area shall mean the floor area 

used for service to the public. It shall not include floor area used for 

storage or the processing and packaging of merchandise where it is carried 

on in a room in which service to the public is not involved.  

(b)  In hospitals, bassinets shall not be counted as beds.  

(c)  Where benches, pews, or other similar seating facilities are used as seats, 

each twenty inches (20”) of such seating facilities shall be counted as one 

(1) seat.  

(5)  In the case of mixed uses in the same building, the total requirements for off-

street parking and loading shall be the sum of the requirements for the separate 

individual uses computed separately.  

(6) Joint or collective provision of off-street parking for buildings or uses on two or 

more properties shall not be less than the sum of the requirements for the 

participating individual uses computed separately.  

(7)  It shall be unlawful to use any of the off-street parking or loading areas 

established to meet the requirements of this ordinance for any purpose other than 

the parking of licensed vehicles or the loading or unloading of necessary service 

trucks.  

(8)  Parking and loading areas shall conform to a twenty foot (20’) front yard and 

street side yard requirements and off-street parking shall be no closer to any 

principal building than five feet (5’). Bumper guards shall be installed to prevent 

yard encroachment.  

(9)  Parking and loading areas may be extended to the property line except as herein 

above specified by Section 402 (8) and as specified under Section 403 (3).  
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SECTION 403. SITE DEVELOPMENT AND CONSTRUCTION 

REQUIREMENTS.  

 

(1) Off-street parking and loading areas for all uses except one (1) and two (2) family 

dwelling units shall be surfaced with a material that shall provide a durable, 

smooth and dustless surface; and shall be graded and provided with adequate 

drainage to dispose of all collected surface water; and, if surfaced with concrete or 

asphalt, shall conform to the following, with either:  

(a)  Six inches (6”) of Portland Cement Concrete, or  

(b)  Two inches (2”) of asphalt surface laid over a base of crushed stone with a 

compacted thickness of six inches (6”).  

(2)  Adequate ingress and egress to the parking areas by means of clearly marked and 

limited drives shall be provided.  

(a) Except for parking space provided on one (1) family and two (2) family 

lots, drives for ingress and egress to parking areas shall be not less than 

twenty feet (20’).  

(b)  Each entrance to or exit from any off-street parking area shall be at least 

twenty-five feet (25’) from any adjacent lot or parcel side yard property 

line and ten feet (10’) from any rear property line.  

(3) Off-street parking on lots adjoining a lot with a Residential Dwelling Unit shall in 

addition conform with the following requirements:  

(a) Non-commercial vehicles may be parked in any part of the required side 

or rear yard except as otherwise provided in this ordinance.  

(b) Lighting used to illuminate any off-street parking area shall be so located 

and arranged as to direct light away from the adjoining premises.  

(c) Where the required parking area of three (3) spaces or more is within forty 

feet (40’) of an adjoining Residential Dwelling Unit, said parking area 

shall be no closer to any side or rear property line than ten feet (10’) and 

within said ten foot (10’) strip, either of the following shall be established:  

- A planting strip five feet (5’) in width approved by the Building 

Inspector. Said planting strip shall not be less than five feet (5’) in 

height and shall consist of a sufficiently dense material to screen 

the parking and shall be adequately maintained.  

- A solid masonry wall or uniformly treated wood fence not less 

than five feet (5’) in height. Said wall or planting strip shall be as 

such length as width or length of the parking area.  

(4)  Off-street parking areas shall be lighted when provided for all uses, except single 

family and two family duplexes, in accord with a plan approved by the Planning 

Commission and as specified in Section 407.  

(5)  Parking as specified and/or provided in any district shall not be allowed to 

encroach into the front yard area. 
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SECTION 404. OFF-STREET PARKING REQUIREMENTS  

 

The minimum number of off-street parking spaces by type of use shall be determined in 

accordance with the following schedule:  

 

 

RESIDENTIAL 

 

USE 
MINIMUM NUMBER OF OFF-STREET 

PARKING SPACES PER UNIT OF MEASURE 

Residential, one or two family One (1) for each dwelling unit 

Residential, multiple families Two (2) for each dwelling unit 

Boarding Houses One for each sleeping room 

  

  

INSTITUTIONAL   

 

USE 
MINIMUM NUMBER OF OFF-STREET 

PARKING SPACES PER UNIT OF MEASURE 

Churches, temples or building of 

similar use with fixed seats 
One (1) for each five (5) seats 

Hospitals 

One (1) for each three (3) patient beds, plus one (1) 

space for each staff or visiting doctor plus one (1) 

space for each employee, including nurses on 

maximum working shift 

Homes for the aged and 

convalescent homes 

One (1) space for each four (4) beds, plus one (1) 

space for each employee, including nurses on 

maximum working shift 

Pre-school child care and day 

nurseries 
One (1) for each employee 

Elementary and junior high 

schools 

One (1) for each one (1) teacher and administrator in 

addition to the requirements of the auditorium. 

 

Senior high schools and colleges 

One (1) for each one (1) teacher and administrator, 

and one (1) for each ten (10) students in addition to 

the requirements of the auditorium. 

 

Lodge halls, meeting halls and 

community centers or buildings of 

similar use without fixed seats 

One (1) for each four (4) persons of legal capacity as 

established by local, county or state fire, building or 

health codes. 

Libraries, museums and post office 

buildings 

One (1) for each six hundred (600) square feet of 

gross floor area, plus one (1) space for each 

employee employed therein. 
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Public office building not 

elsewhere specified 

One (1) for each three hundred (300) square feet of 

gross floor area, plus one (1) for each employee 

employed therein. 

Private golf clubs, swimming pool 

member clubs, tennis clubs or 

other similar uses 

One (1) for each two (2) family of individual 

Golf courses open to the general 

public, except miniature or “par 3” 

courses 

Six (6) for each one (1) golf hole, plus one (1) for 

each employee 

Theaters and auditoriums 
One (1) for each four (4) seats, plus one (1) for each 

employee on maximum working shift. 

Stadium, sports arena, or similar 

place of outdoor assembly 

One (1) for each three (3) seats, or six (6) feet of 

benches, and one (1) for each employee on a 

maximum working shift. 

 

 

BUSINESS AND COMMERCIAL  

 

USE 
MINIMUM NUMBER OF OFF-STREET 

PARKING SPACES PER UNIT OF MEASURE 

Auto wash 

One (1) for each employee. In addition, adequate 

waiting space for autos shall be provided on the 

premises to accommodate fifty percent (50%) of the 

hourly rate capacity. 

Beauty parlor or barber shop 

Three (3) spaces for each of the first two (2) beauty 

or barber chairs, and one and one-half (1-1/2) spaces 

for each additional chair. 

Bowling alleys 
Four (4) for each one (1) bowling lane, plus one (1) 

for each employee on a maximum working shift. 

Assembly halls, without fixed 

seats, for commercial recreation 

including dance halls, pool or 

billiard parlors, skating rinks and 

exhibition halls or buildings for 

similar assembly uses 

One (1) space for each fifty (50) square feet of gross 

floor area used, for permitted use. 

Establishments for sale and 

consumption on the premises of 

beverage, food or, except 

refreshments 

One (1) for each sixty (60) square feet of useable 

floor space except as otherwise specified herein. 

Drive-in restaurants or similar 

drive-in uses for the sale of 

beverages, food or refreshments 

One (1) for each fifteen (15) square feet of floor 

area. 

Furniture and appliances, 

household equipment, repair 

shops, showroom of a plumber, 

decorator, electrician or similar 

One (1) for each eight hundred (800) square feet of 

useable floor area used or in processing, plus one (1) 

additional space shall be provided for each person 

employed therein on maximum working shift. 
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trade, shoe repair or other similar 

uses 

Automobile service stations 
Two (2) for each lubrication stall, rack or pit; and 

one (1) for each gasoline pump. 

Laundromats and coin operated 

dry cleaners 
One (1) for each two (2) washing machines. 

Miniature or “par-3” gold courses 
Three (3) for each one (1) hole plus one (1) for each 

employee 

Mortuary establishments 

One (1) for each fifty (50) square 

feet of usable floor space, plus one (1) for each 

employee on maximum working shift. 

Motel, hotel, or other commercial 

lodging establishment 

One (1) for each one (1) occupancy unit, plus one 

(1) for each employee on maximum working shift, 

plus extra spaces for dining rooms, ball rooms, or 

meeting rooms as required by sub-section 4 and 5, 

above where the capacity of such areas exceeds the 

number of beds in the building. 

Motor vehicle sales and service 

establishments 

One (1) for each two hundred (200) square feet of 

useable floor space of sales room and one (1) for 

each one (1) auto service stall in the service room. 

Retail stores except as otherwise 

specified herein 

One (1) for each one hundred and fifty (150) square 

feet of useable floor space, plus one (1) for each 

employee on maximum working shift. 

 

OFFICES  

 

USE 
MINIMUM NUMBER OF OFF-STREET 

PARKING SPACES PER UNIT OF MEASURE 

Banks 
One (1) for each one hundred and fifty (150) square 

feet of useable floor space. 

Business offices or professional 

and offices except as indicated 

following item (3) 

One (1) for each one hundred in the fifty (150) 

square feet of useable floor space. 

Professional offices of doctors, 

dentists or similar professionals 

One (1) for each twenty (20) square feet of useable 

floor area in waiting rooms, and one (1) for each 

examining room, dental chair or similar use area. 
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INDUSTRIAL  

 

USE 
MINIMUM NUMBER OF OFF-STREET 

PARKING SPACES PER UNIT OF MEASURE 

Industrial or research 

establishments 

Five (5), plus one (1) for each employee on 

maximum working shift. Space on site shall also be 

provided for all construction workers during periods 

of plant construction.  

Wholesale establishments 

Five (5), plus one (1) for each employee in the 

largest working shift, or one (1) for every sixteen 

hundred (1600) square feet of useable floor space, 

whichever is greater.  

 

SECTION 405. PERMIT  
 

No parking lot shall be constructed unless and until a permit therefore is issued as  

specified by Chapter 11.  

 

SECTION 406. LOADING AREA REQUIREMENTS  

 

In all zoning districts, loading areas shall be provided in amounts not less than therein 

specified.  

 

SECTION 407. LIGHTING  

 

Parking area and other exterior on-site lighting fixtures shall not exceed a height of 

twelve feet (12’) when located within two hundred feet (200’) of a Residential Dwelling 

Unit and further may not exceed a height of sixteen feet (16’) otherwise. Exterior lighting 

shall be so arranged so that it is deflected away from adjacent Residential Dwelling Units 

and adjacent streets. 


