CHAPTER 5
SIGNS

SECTION 501. PURPOSE AND INTENT

1)

()

(3)

The regulations as herein set forth are intended to control the size, lighting, location,
character and other pertinent features of all exterior billboards and signs. The purpose of
this section is to regulate all exterior billboards and signs so as to protect health, safety and
morals and to promote the public welfare. Provisions regarding signs appearing in this
Ordinance which are not in accord with this Chapter shall have no force or effect.

This Atrticle is intended to protect and further the health, safety, and welfare of the

residents of the Township of Frankenmuth; to further the intent of the Township of

Frankenmuth’s Zoning Ordinance and its zoning districts; to promote traffic safety; to

provide safer conditions for pedestrians; to improve community appearance; and to

promote economic development by regulating the construction, alteration, repair,

maintenance, size, location and number of signs; to limit the adverse impact that would

be caused by a proliferation of billboards and off-premises advertising signs and resulting

visual pollution contrary to the master plan adopted by the Township of Frankenmuth and

protect the public health, safety and general welfare; to prevent obstruction of light and

sunshine.

When more restrictive with respect to location, use, size, height or other requirements

relating to structural safety, the provisions of the Building Code of the Township shall

take precedence over this Article.

SECTION 502. DEFINITIONS

Notwithstanding any other provision of this Ordinance to the contrary, for the purpose of this
Chapter 5, the following words and phrases shall be interpreted and construed in accordance with
the definitions delineated herewith.

1)
)

(3)
(4)

(5)

(6)

AWNING or CANOPY. A retractable fixed shelter constructed of materials on a
supporting framework that projects from the exterior wall of a building.

AWNING or CANOPY SIGN. A sign fixed to or integral with the surface of an awning
or canopy.

BALLOON SIGN.A sign composed of an inflatable, non-porous bag.

BANNER SIGN. A fabric, plastic, or other sign made of non-rigid material without an
enclosing structural framework.

BAVARIAN THEME. A design which incorporates some of several types of Bavarian
style and architecture, by way of example only: trim and borders include colors related to
soft light natural tones, and/or medium to light shades of blue; aprons, frames or skirts
may consist of weathered or natural wood tones (example, wooden shingle shake look);
roof caps and bell towers, incorporate a sharp streamlined accent to accompany the warm
feeling of Bavarian village structural design. For reference to prior acceptable and
unacceptable examples of a Bavarian Theme, see Appendix to Chapter 5, infra.
BILLBOARD OR OFF-PREMISES ADVERTISING SIGN. A sign which contains a
message or advertises an establishment, product, service, space or activity not available
on the lot on which the sign is located.
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(7)
(8)
(9)
(10)
(11)

(12)
(13)

(14)

(15)

(16)
(17)

(18)

(19)

(20)

(21)
(22)

(23)
(24)
(25)
(26)

(27)

(28)

BUILDING CODE. The current code or codes in effect in the Township which governs
the erection, alteration, maintenance and removal of structures, including all signs not
specifically exempted from the provisions thereof.

CANOPY . Refer to awning or canopy definition.

CONSTRUCTION SIGN. A sign which identifies the owners, financiers, contractors,
architects, engineers, or tenants of a project under construction.

DIRECTIONAL SIGN. A sign which gives directions or instructions for the use on the
lot on which the sign is located, such as parking or exit and entrance signs.

ESSENTIAL SERVICES. Equipment and accessories reasonably necessary for the
furnishing of utility service or for the public health, safety, or general welfare by public
utilities or municipal departments and commissions.

FREESTANDING SIGN. A permanent sign which is not attached to a building.
GOVERNMENT SIGN. A temporary or permanent sign erected by the County, or the
State or Federal government including temporary signs as necessary in conjunction with
the improvement of public infrastructure.

LEGAL NON-CONFORMING BILLBOARD OR OFF-PREMISES ADVERTISING
SIGN. Defined as a billboard or off-premises advertising sign constructed pursuant to
written permits issued by an authorized representative of Frankenmuth Township.
MARQUEE. A permanent structure constructed of rigid materials that projects from the
exterior wall of a building.

MARQUEE SIGN. A sign affixed flat against the surface of the marquee.

MURAL. A design or representation painted or drawn on a wall which does not contain
promotional or commercial advertising.

PLACARD. A sign which provides notices of a public nature, such as “No Trespassing”
or “No Hunting” signs.

PERMANENT SIGN. A sign which has a permanent location on the ground or which is
attached to a structure having a permanent location and which meets the structural
requirements for signs as established in the Building Code.

POLITICAL SIGN. A temporary sign used in connection with an official Township of
Frankenmuth, school district, county, state, or Federal election or referendum.
PROJECTING SIGN. A double-faced sign attached to a building or wall.

READER BOARD. A whole or any part of a sign on which copy is changed periodically
either manually or electronically.

REAL ESTATE SIGN. A sign advertising the real estate upon which the sign is located
as being for sale, rent, or lease.

ROOF LINE. The ridge line of a roof or building parapet, whichever is higher, but
excluding any cupolas, chimneys, or other minor projections.

ROOF SIGN. A sign erected above the roof line of a building.

SIGN. A device, structure, fixture, or placard using graphics, symbols, and/or written
copy designed specifically for the purpose of advertising or identifying an establishment,
product, service, or activity provided on the site on which the sign is located.

SIGN FACE. The section of a billboard or off-premises advertising sign that displays a
message or messages facing in one direction. It shall include the entire area of the
portion of the billboard or off-premises advertising sign that is above the supporting
pole(s) and any other part that displays a message.

TEMPORARY SIGN. A sign intended for a limited period of display.
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(29)

(30)

WALL SIGN. A single faced sign painted or attached directly to and parallel to the
exterior wall of a building.

WINDOW SIGN. A sign placed on the inside of a window and intended to be viewed
from the outside.

SECTION 503. PERMIT

1)

()
(3)
(4)

()
(6)

Prior to construction or the establishment of any sign, an application for a permit shall be
filed with the Zoning Administrator which application shall be accompanied by a fee,
which shall be determined by a fee schedule established by the legislative body and a
permit issued by the Zoning Administrator after approval by the Planning Commission.

A sign permit shall become null and void if the work for which the permit was issued has
not been completed within a period of six (6) months after the date of the permit.

The following operations shall not be considered as creating a billboard or sign and
therefore shall not require a sign permit.

REPLACING COPY. The changing of the advertising copy or message on an approved
painted or printed sign or billboard or on a theater marquee and similar approved signs
which are specifically designed for the use of replaceable copy.

MAINTENANCE. Painting, repainting, cleaning and other normal maintenance and
repair of a sign or a sign structure unless a structural change is made.

TEMPORARY SIGNS. See Sections 506 and 507.

SECTION 504. GENERAL SIGN REQUIREMENTS

1)
)

(3)

(4)
(5)

(6)

(7)
(8)

(9)

On site identity signs permitted by right in all zoning districts shall not exceed sixty (60)
square feet and shall be ground mounted.

No light pole, utility pole, or other supporting member of a building or property shall be
used for the placement of any sign unless the owner of the pole or supporting member has
given permission for such use and the sign conforms to all requirements of this Chapter.
Except for signs for home occupations, all signs may be internally or externally
illuminated, the source of the light shall be enclosed and directed to prevent the source of
light from shining directly onto traffic or residential property.

A sign accessory to a non-conforming use or structure shall conform to the provisions of
this Chapter 5.

Painted or paper-faced signs shall be maintained free of peeling paint or paper, sun
fading, staining, rust, or other conditions which impair the legibility or intelligibility of
such sign.

Any signs permitted by the provisions of this Chapter, including all supports, braces, and
anchors, shall be maintained in conformance with this Chapter and in such a manner so as
not to cause a hazard to the public.

Signs shall not be placed in, upon, or over any public right-of-way, alley, or other public
place.

Any sign not resting directly on the ground, exceeding six square feet and set back less
than ten feet from the right-of-way, shall maintain a minimum clear space of eight (8)
feet from the bottom of the sign to the ground.

All signs shall comply with the Building and Electrical Codes of the Township of
Frankenmuth. Underground wiring shall be required for all illuminated signs, or signs
requiring electrical connections except for permitted temporary signs.
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(10)  The distance between billboards and/or on site identity signs shall not be less than five
hundred feet (500”) and there shall not be any stacking, placing on top of buildings, or
doubling end-to-end.

SECTION 505. SIGN PROHIBITIONS

1) Strings of light bulbs, pennants, streamers, banners, or flags (other than those of a
governmental nature not used for the purpose of commercial advertisement) are
prohibited.

2 Signs shall not employ any flashing, moving, oscillating, blinking, or variable intensity
light, however, variable time-temperature signs may be permitted.

3 Signs shall not contain any moving or animated parts or be designed so as to give the
appearance of movement.

4) A sign shall not be erected in any place where it may, by reason of its position, shape,
color, or other characteristic, interfere with, obstruct the view of, or be confused with any
authorized traffic signs, signal, or device, or constitute a nuisance per se.

(5) A wall sign shall not extend beyond the edge of the wall to which it is affixed nor extend
above the roof line of a building.

(6) Roof signs are not permitted.

(7) Billboards and off-premises advertising signs are not permitted.

(8) Reader board signs and Balloon signs are prohibited.

9) Any vehicle (including trailers) which as the primary function of acting as a sign shall not
be permitted.

(10)  Any sign which is not specifically permitted by, or does not conform, to the provisions of
this Chapter is prohibited.

SECTION 506. TEMPORARY SIGNS

The following signs shall be permitted anywhere within the township and shall conform with all

yard requirements herein, and all signs ground mounted shall not exceed a height of four feet (4"

above ground level and all freestanding signs shall not exceed a height of twenty-four feet (24")

above ground level, and permitted signs shall conform to the following cited requirements:

1) CONSTRUCTION SIGNS. Construction signs which identify the architects, engineers,
contractors and other individuals or firms involved with the construction, but not
including any advertisement of any product and sign announcing the character of the
building enterprise or the purpose for which the building is intended, during the
construction period, to a maximum area of twenty (20) square feet for each firm. The
signs shall be confined to the site of the construction and shall be removed within
fourteen (14) days of the beginning of the intended use of the project.

2 REAL ESTATE. Real estate signs advertising the sale, rental or lease of the premises or
part of the premises on which the signs are displayed up to a total area of twelve (12)
square feet. Such signs shall be removed within fourteen (14) days of the sale, rental or
lease.

3 POLITICAL CAMPAIGN. Signs announcing the candidates seeking public political
office and other data pertinent thereto, up to an area of thirty-two (32) square feet for
each premise. These signs shall be confined to private property and removed within
fourteen (14) days after the election for which they were made.
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(4)

()

STREET BANNERS. Banners advertising a public entertainment or event, if specially
approved by the local legislative board and only locations designated by the legislative
body during and after fourteen (14) days before and seven (7) days after the event.
SHOW WINDOW. Show window signs in a window display of merchandise when
incorporated with such display. They need not be related in content with the display.

SECTION 507. SIGN EXEMPTIONS
The following types of signs are exempted from all the provisions of this ordinance, except for
the following requirements:

1)

(2)

3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

PUBLIC SIGNS. During emergency situations, signs of a non-commercial nature and in
the public interest may be erected by the order of a public officer in the performance of
his public duty. Examples of such signs are safety signs, danger signs, trespassing signs,
and traffic signs. Other public signs such as memorial plaques, sign of historical interest
and the like shall be reviewed by the Frankenmuth Township Planning Commission with
a recommendation for approval/disapproval provided to the Frankenmuth Township
Board of Trustees who shall have sole authority to approve/disapprove a sign request. If
approved, direction shall be given to the Township Zoning Administrator who shall issue
a sign permit detailing any conditions/restrictions associated with the approval.
INSTITUTIONAL. Signs setting forth the name of any single announcement for any
public, charitable, educational or religious institution, located entirely within the premises
of that institution, up to an area of twenty-four (24) square feet. Such signs may be
illuminated in accordance with regulations contained hereinafter. If building mounted,
these signs shall be flat wall signs and shall not project above the roofline. If ground
mounted, the top shall be no more than four feet (4') above the ground level.

INTEGRAL. Names of buildings, dates of erection, monumental citations,
commemorative tablets and the like when carved into stone, concrete or similar material
or made of bronze, aluminum or other permanent type construction and made an integral
part of the structure.

PRIVATE TRAFFIC DIRECTION. Sign directing traffic movement onto a premise or
within a premise, not exceeding three (3) square feet in area for each sign. Illumination
of these signs shall be permitted in accordance with the section hereinafter included on
illumination. Horizontal directional signs on and flush with paved areas are exempt from
these standards.

SMALL SIGNS. Signs not exceeding two (2) square feet in area, attached flat against
the building, stationary and not illuminated, announcing only the name and occupation of
building tenant.

TEMPORARY LAND DEVELOPMENT PROJECT. Signs pertaining to the sale, lease
or development of a subdivision, planned shopping center, industrial park or similar land
parcel are allowed for a period of one (1) year upon issuance of a permit by the Board of
Appeals and further, said permit may be extended for one (1) additional year by the
Board of Appeals, after a duly advertised public hearing. Total number of signs allowed
together with maximum size, shall be controlled according to the following schedule:
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Total Number Maximum Area

Land Size Of Signs Per Sign
2 but less than 4 acres 1 100 square feet
4 but less than 20 acres 2 150 square feet
20 acres or more 3 200 square feet

Signs are not allowed on parcels of two (2) acres or less.

Signs shall not exceed a maximum height above ground of twenty-four feet (24') for
freestanding signs or four feet (4") for ground mounted signs.

(7) RENTALS. Signs on the premises announcing rooms for rent, table board, apartment or
house for rent and not exceeding four (4) square feet.

(8) VEHICLES. Signs on licensed motor vehicles of any kind, provided the sign is painted
or attached directly to the body of the original vehicle and does not project or extend
beyond the original manufactured body proper of the vehicle.

(99 FARMS. Homes of occupants and other identification, painted or otherwise made a part
of the surface or roof of a barn or other accessory building pertaining to and identifying
the owner and/or activity of the farm unit provided said identification is not for
advertising purposes.

SECTION 508. BILLBOARDS AND OFF-PREMISES ADVERTISING SIGNS,

LIMITATIONS

(1) Based on the Planning Commission’s recommendation made after it concluded a public
hearing on the regulations set forth in this Ordinance and after it received reports from
the Township Zoning Administrator concerning the proposed ordinance, the Township
determined that:

@ Billboards or off-premises advertising signs are not appropriate in the
Conservation Greenbelt and A-1 and A-2 Agricultural Zone Districts and those
portions of the PUD Districts used for residential purposes in that the advertising
activity is commercial in nature. Such activity would be harmful to property
values, aesthetics and the quality of life in agricultural and residential areas.

(b) Billboards or off-premises advertising signs are not appropriate in commercial
PUD Districts because the Districts involve small commercial activity adjacent to
residential areas and add to visual clutter and distraction.

(c) As of July 15, 2005, the latest sign survey, there are 24 billboards or off-premises
advertising sign structures with 35 sign faces in the Township of Frankenmuth.

(d) The regulation of billboards or off-premises advertising signs is necessary to limit
or avoid unduly distracting motorists and pedestrians; avoid traffic hazards; and
avoid reducing the effectiveness of signs and devices that regulate traffic; to
promote signage that is near eye-level and can be readily viewed from moving
vehicles with the least amount of eye distraction; and otherwise assure the public
safety of the community.
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(e) The regulation of billboard or off-premises advertising signs is necessary to limit
the visual impact of outdoor advertising signs in the Township; to improve the
appearance of the Township; to enhance the visual quality of new and older
business areas; to enhance and insure the compatibility between outdoor
advertising signs and on-site premises land uses; to limit the impact of billboards
or off-premises advertising signs in terms of the visual sign clutter and confusion
in the community; to ensure appropriate proportional scale with adjacent land
uses and adjacent on-premises signage.

()] Extensive construction of billboards is contrary to the intent of the master plan of
the Township of Frankenmuth and represents a form of visual or aesthetic
pollution.

2 Billboard or off-premises advertising signs shall be allowed as a legal non-conforming

use, because of its legal existence prior to the effective date of this Ordinance.

3) New billboard or off-premises advertising sign shall not be constructed.

4) Non-conforming billboards and off-premises advertising signs shall comply with the

following requirements:

@ Billboards and off-premises advertising signs shall comply with all other
applicable Sections of the Township of Frankenmuth Ordinances. No billboard or
off-premises advertising sign shall have sign faces which change its copy, display,
or message by the use of motorized copy, digital imaging, or other enhancement.

(b) No portion of the sign display shall project more than 18" in front of a sign face.

(©) Any extension of the sign face above, below, or to the side of a sign face shall be
counted in the area of the sign face and height of the billboard or off-premises
advertising sign.

(d) No flags shall be affixed to or hung from a billboard or off-premises advertising
sign.

— Every permanent legally existing sign which does not conform to the
height, size, area, or location requirements of this Article as of the date of
the adoption of this Ordinance, is hereby deemed to be nonconforming.

— Nonconforming signs may not be expanded, enlarged, or extended;
however, said signs may be maintained and repaired so as to continue the
useful life of the sign.

— For purposes of this Section, a nonconforming sign may be diminished in
size or dimension or the copy of the sign amended or changed without
jeopardizing the privilege of nonconforming use.

— Any nonconforming sign, sign structure, or frame substantially destroyed
by fire or other casualty loss shall not be restored or rebuilt; substantially
destroyed shall mean that the cost of repair is more than 50% of the
original construction cost.

(5)  When a legal nonconforming billboard or advertising sign, or portion thereof, is removed,
it shall be replaced only with a sign that conforms with all requirements of this Chapter 5.
A sign may be removed for maintenance purposes following a permit from the building
inspector and zoning administrator or authorized representative that the sign would be
reinstalled within ninety (90) days of removal or the right of non-conforming use shall be
deemed abandoned.

January 2017 Chapter 5, Page 7



(6)

No permit for a billboard or off-premises advertising sign shall be renewed until the
applicant demonstrates that it complies with the following requirements as determined by
the Zoning Administrator and Building official after reviewing the applicant’s
documentation evidencing compliance with this Section, to wit:

@) That the applicant owns the land or has written permission from the property
owner to maintain the billboard or off-premises advertising sign.
(b) That the billboard or off-premises advertising sign is legal non-conforming

billboard or off-premises advertising sign.

(©) That lighting of the billboard or off-premises advertising sign complies with the
standards set forth in this Chapter 5.

(d) That the applicant has supplied a copy of the permit from the State of Michigan
pursuant to the Highway Advertising Act, MCL 252.301, et seq., or proof that it
can obtain the permit, if a permit is required.

(e That the minimum criteria of a Bavarian theme is existing and continued or will
be erected and maintained; the Bavarian theme is defined in Section
502.Definitions.

SECTION 509. INSPECTION, REMOVAL, SAFETY

1)

)

(3)
(4)

()

INSPECTION. Billboards and signs for which a permit is required shall be inspected
annually during the month of June, and, also periodically, as may be necessary by the
Zoning Administrator for compliance with this and other codes of the Township. An
annual inspection fee shall be charged according to a fee schedule established by the
legislative body and will be mailed to the sign or billboard permit-holder within seven (7)
days of the receipt of the Zoning Administrator’s report. Said fee shall be payable within
fifteen (15) days. Failure to timely pay the annual fee shall be grounds for notice of
removal of sign or billboard as set out in Paragraph (4) below.

TAGGING. All billboards and signs requiring permits shall display, in a place
conspicuous to inspectors, the name of the owner or erector as the inspector shall
designate.

MAINTENANCE. All signs or billboards and components thereof shall be kept in good
repair and in safe, neat, clean and attractive condition.

REMOVAL OF BILLBOARD OR SIGN. The Building Official may order the removal
of any billboard or sign erected or maintained in violation of this ordinance. He shall
give thirty (30) days notice in writing to the owner of such billboard or sign, or of the
building, structure or premises on which such sign is located, to remove the billboard or
sign or to bring it into compliance. The Building Official may remove a billboard or sign
immediately and without notice if, in his opinion, the condition of the billboard or sign is
such as to present an immediate threat to the safety to the public.

ABANDONED BILLBOARDS OR SIGNS. A billboard or sign shall be removed by
the owner or lessee of the premises upon which the sign is located when the business
which it advertises is no longer conducted. If the owner or lessee fails to remove it, the
building official shall give the owner fifteen (15) days notice to remove it. Upon failure
to comply with this notice, the Building Official or his duly authorized representative
may remove the billboard or sign at cost to the owner. When a successor to a defunct
business agrees to maintain the billboards or signs as provided in this Code, this removal
requirement shall not apply.
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(6) REMOVAL-UNSAFE. The Building Official or their authorized representative
determines that any sign regulated by this Article is unsafe or constitutes a hazard to the
public, such as obstructing vision of vehicle driven or pedestrians, or has been
constructed, erected or maintained in violation of the provisions of this Article, the
official or inspector may remove the sign or require its immediate removal. Failure to
comply with a notice of violation by the official shall be deemed a misdemeanor or
nuisance per se.

(7) REMOVAL-UNLAWFUL. Any sign placed or erected in a public street, alley or right-
of-way, or other public place, which is not specifically permitted in such place, shall be
deemed an unlawful sign and the department having jurisdiction over the maintenance of
such public place shall remove such sign. Such removal may be without written or other
notice to the owner, lessee or person of the property adjacent to the public street, alley or
right-of-way, other public place upon which such sign is located.
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