CHAPTER 7
CG-1 CONSERVATION GREENBELT DISTRICT

SECTION 701. PURPOSE AND INTENT

This district is intended to preserve open land areas, natural features, wildlife areas and scenic
landscape. In addition, provisions are included which are applicable to protect floodplain areas
and promote the public health, welfare, and safety by prohibiting use of the land within
floodways that may result in the loss of life or property. The basic purposes as herewith
recognized are to preserve natural resources and assets and protect person and property from the
hazards of floods and from resulting cost to the community. Open Space Recreation uses are also
permitted as appropriate to Greenbelt area preservation and use.

SECTION 702. USES PERMITTED BY RIGHT
The following are the principal permitted uses by right within a CG-1 District:

(1) All uses permitted by right within an A-1 District and subject to the further restrictions of
General Use Requirements (Section 705) and all other restrictions hereinafter cited.

SECTION 703. USES PERMITTED UNDER SPECIAL CONDITIONS

The following are the permitted uses subject to the cited conditions hereinafter imposed for each
use as well as the restrictions of the General Use Requirements (Section 705).

(1) Customary accessory use to any of the permitted uses listed in the CG-1 District and as
defined in Chapter 2, Section 202.

(2) Signs as provided in Chapter 5.

3) Off-Street Parking and Loading as required and allowed.

SECTION 704. USES PERMITTED BY SPECIAL USE PERMIT

The following uses of land and structures may be permitted in the CG-1 District by the
application for an issuance of Special Use Permit when all the procedural requirements specified
in Chapter 11, together with all applicable restrictions and standards as cited in this Chapter or
Chapter 11 are met.

(1) Parcels without public water or sanitary sewer facilities.

(a) Golf Courses, Shooting or Country Clubs, other than driving ranges and miniature
golf courses. (Section 1105)

(b) Special Open Space Uses. (Section 1111)

(c) Airport Landing Strips. (Section 1111)

(d) Sand, Gravel, or Clay Pits and Quarries. (Section 1111)

(e) Institutional uses including religious institutions, educational institutions and public
service installations. (Section 1104)
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(f) Organized activities of a second nature such as model boat or model airplane meets or
contests. (Section 1111)

(g) Home Occupations. (Section 1108)

(h) Communication Towers and Antenna. (Section 1110)

Parcels with public water and sanitary sewer facilities or an approved sanitary facility.

(a), (e) and (g) from above.

SECTION 705. GENERAL USE REQUIREMENTS

Flood hazard areas within the jurisdiction of this ordinance are hereby divided into two areas
including floodway and floodway fringe as authorized according to the Michigan Enabling
Legislation, Act 167 and 288.

(1

)

SPECIAL PROVISIONS. Special provisions applying to the floodway and floodway

fringe.

(a)

(b)

DEFINITION of the floodway and floodway fringe area shall be established in
required cases according to the criteria and with the approval of the State of
Michigan Water Resources Commission. The elevation below 610 feet above sea
level along the Cass River and Dead Creek, as established by U.S Geological
Survey, is generally accepted as the floodway and floodway fringe area in the
Conservation Greenbelt CG-1 District.

ALTERATION OF THE EXISTING GRADE. The alteration of areas subject to
flooding is prohibited except upon issuance of a permit by the State of Michigan
Water Resources Commission as required by State Law.

FLOODWAY PROVISIONS

(2)

(b)

(©)

NO STRUCTURE. No structure, fill, storage or other uses shall be permitted
alone or in combination with existing or future uses materially reduce the capacity
of the floodway or increase flood heights.

PROPOSED FLOODWAY FILL. Fill must have a beneficial purpose as
demonstrated by a plan showing both the uses to which the filled land will be put
and final dimensions.

PERMITTED USES. The following open space uses promoting conservation and
preservation shall be permitted within the floodway to the extent and in the
manner that they are allowed by citation within Section 702. 703, 704 of this
ordinance and provided they do not require structures or fill.

Agricultural uses such as: General farming, pasture, grazing, outdoor nurseries,
horticulture, truck farming, forestry, sod farming and wild crop harvesting. On
any parcel five (5) acres or less, no more than one large farm animal per acre shall
be permitted.

Private and Public Recreation uses such as: Golf courses, tennis courts, archery
ranges, picnic grounds, boat launching ramps, swimming areas, parks, wildlife
and nature preserves, game farms, fish hatcheries, shooting preserves, hunting and
fishing areas, hiking and horseback riding trails.

Customary accessory uses to any of the uses herein listed. Accessory residential
uses such as: Lawns, gardens, parking areas and play areas.
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(d)

(e)

Structures permitted by Water Resources Commission and approved by Planning
Commission shall be subject to the following:

Permitted structures shall not be designed for human occupancy and shall have
no, or a very low, flood damage potential.

Permitted Structures shall be erected so as to offer the minimum obstruction to
flood waters, i.e., longitudinal axis parallel to the direction of flood flow and
placement approximately on the same flood flow line as those of adjoining
structures. They shall be firmly anchored to prevent damage to other structures
and restricted bridge openings and stream cross sections.

Permitted structures such as electrical and service equipment, etc., shall be
constructed at or above the regulatory flood protection elevation. Utility openings
shall be sealed and locked.

Storage and materials and equipment shall be subject to the following:

The storage or processing of environmentally incompatible materials that are
buoyant, flammable, contaminants, explosive or otherwise injurious to human,
animal or plant life is prohibited. Storage of other material or equipment may be
allowed if not subject to damage, firmly anchored to prevent floatation or shall by
readily removable upon flood warning.

FLOODWAYS FRINGE PROVISIONS

(2)

PERMITTED USES. The following uses shall be permitted within the Floodway
Fringe area to the extent and in the manner that they are allowed by citation
within sections 702, 703, and 704 of this ordinance.

Any Open Space Use permitted in Section 705 (2) (c) of the Floodway Provisions
and therein regulated.

Any Other Non-structural Use permitted by Chapter 7, provided it is elevated
above the regulatory flood protection elevation and a determination is made that
the use will not unduly restrict the capacity tributaries, drainage ditches, or other
drainage facilities or constitute an abuse of environmental quality. Structures
permitted by Chapter 7 provided the outside building grade is not less than two
feet (2°) above the regulatory flood protection elevation.

Fill embankment extended at such elevation to at least fifteen feet (15”) beyond
the building limits.

SECTION 706. DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS

(1)

2)

MINIMUM LOT SIZE

(a)
(b)

Each lot shall contain a minimum of five (5) acres.
Each lot shall be a minimum of three hundred thirty feet (330’) in width.

MINIMUM YARD REQUIREMENTS

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Each lot shall have a minimum front yard of sixty feet (60°).

Each lot shall have no less than twenty foot (20”) side yards.

Each lot shall have a minimum rear yard of forty feet (40°).

In the case of a corner lot the side yard on the street shall not be less than sixty
feet (60°) and the remaining side yard shall be twenty feet (20).
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4

)

(6)

(7)

MINIMUM FLOOR PER DWELLING UNIT

(a) Each dwelling unit shall have a minimum finished living area of one thousand
fifty (1050) square feet per dwelling unit with a minimum of seven hundred and
fifty (750) square feet on the ground floor for units of over one (1) story.

MAXIMUM BUILDING HEIGHT
(a) The maximum building height shall be two and a half (2)%) stories or thirty-five
feet (35).

MAXIMUM LOT COVERAGE
(a) None required.

OFF-STREET PARKING REQUIREMENTS

(a) Requirements for an allowed use shall be determined from the “Schedule of Parking
Requirements” in Chapter 4.

(b) The parking of recreation equipment for more than three (3) days including travel
trailers, campers, boats and similar recreational equipment is prohibited within the
required front yard areas of a CG-1 District and within twenty-five feet (25”) of any
property line.

LOADING REQUIREMENTS
(a) None required in CG District
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