CHAPTER 2
DEFINITIONS

SECTION 201. RULES APPLYING TO THE TEXT

For the purpose of this ordinance, certain rules of construction apply to the text, as follows:

(1) Words used in the present tense include the future tense, and the singular includes
the plural, unless the context clearly indicates the contrary.

(2) The word “person” includes a corporation or firm as well as an individual.

3) The word “lot” includes the word “plot”, “tract” or “parcel”.

4) The term “shall” is always mandatory and not discretionary; the word “may” is
permissive.

(5) The word “used” or “occupied” as applied to any land or structure shall be
construed to include the words “intended, arranged or designed to be used or
occupied”.

(6) Any word or term not herein defined shall be used with a meaning of common

standard use.
SECTION 202. DEFINITION

(1) ACCESSORY USE. An accessory use includes a building or structure and is a use
clearly incidental to, customarily found in connection with, and located on the same
lot as the principal use to which it is related.

(2) AGRICULTURAL SERVICE ESTABLISHMENT. Agricultural service establishments
engaged in performing agricultural, animal husbandry or horticultural services on a
fee or contractual basis, including but not limited to centralized bulk collection,
refinement, storage and distribution of farm products to wholesale and retail markets
(such as grain cleaning and shelling; sorting, grading and packing of fruits and
vegetables for the grower; and agricultural produce milling and processing); the
storage and sale of seed, feed, fertilizer and other products essential to agricultural
production; hay baling and threshing; crop dusting; fruit picking; harvesting and
tilling; farm equipment sales service and repair; veterinary services; and facilities
used in the research and testing of farm products and techniques.

(3) ALLEY. Any dedicated public way other than a street, which provides only a secondary
means of access to abutting property and is not intended for general traffic
circulation.

(4) BASEMENT. A story having part but not more than one-half (1/2) of its height above
finished grade. A basement shall be counted as a story for the purpose of height
measurement if the vertical distance between the ceiling and the average level of the
adjoining ground is more than five feet (5°) or if used for business or dwelling
purposes.
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(5) BLOCK. The property abutting one side of a street and lying between the two nearest
intersecting or intercepting streets, or between the nearest intersecting or intercepting
street and a physical barrier such as a railroad, right-of-way, park, river channel or
unsubdivided acreage.

(6) BUILDING. Any structure having a roof supported by columns or by walls and intended
for the shelter, housing, or enclosure of persons, animals, or property.

(7) BUILDING, HEIGHT OF. The vertical distance measured from the mean elevation of
the ground at the front of the building to the highest point of the roof. !

(8) BUILDING, FRONT LINE OF. The line that coincides with the face of the building
nearest the front line of the lot. This face includes sun parlors and enclosed porches
but does not include steps. Said line shall be parallel to the front lot line and measured
as a straight line between the intersecting points with the side yard.

(9) BUILDING LINES. A line defining the minimum front, side or rear yard requirements
outside of which no building or structure may be located.

(10) BUILDING PRINCIPAL. A building in which is conducted the main or principal use of
the lot on which it is located is conducted.

(11) BULK STATION. A place where crude petroleum, gasoline, naphtha, benzene, benzyl,
kerosene, or any other liquid - except such as will stand a test of 150 degrees
Fahrenheit, closed cup tester, are stored for wholesale purposes only, where the
aggregate capacity of all storage tanks is more than six thousand (6000) gallons.

(12) CLINIC. An establishment where human patients who are not lodged overnight are
admitted for examination and treatment by a group of physicians, dentists or similar
professionals.

(13) CLUBS. An organization catering exclusively to members and their guests, or premises
and buildings for recreational, artistic, political, or social purposes, which are not
conducted primarily for gain and which do not provide merchandise, vending, or
commercial activities; except as required incidentally for the membership and
purpose of such club.

(14) COMMERCIAL AGRICULTURE. The use of land and/or structures for the growing
and/or production of farm products for income.

(15) COMMON LAND. A parcel or parcels of land together with the improvements thereon,
the use, maintenance, and enjoyment of which are intended to be shared by the
owners and occupants of the individual building units in a planned unit development.
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(16) CONFINED FEEDLOT. An operation conforming to current farming practice which
meets current generally accepted agricultural management practices.

(17) CONVALESCENT OR NURSING HOME. A building wherein infirm or incapacitated
persons are furnished shelter, care, food, lodging, and needed attention for
compensation.

(18) COURTS. Open unoccupied spaces other than yards on the same lot with a building.
(a) COURT, INNER. An open, unoccupied space not extending to the street or
front, or rear yard.
(b) COURT, OUTER. An open, unoccupied space opening upon a street, alley,
yard, or setback.

(19) COVERAGE, LOT. That percent of the plot or lot covered by the building area.

(20) CUL DE SAC. A street with only one outlet having sufficient space at the closed end to
provide a vehicular turning area.

(21) DECKS. A non-roofed flat surface capable of supporting weight similar to a floor,
constructed outdoors and elevated from the ground.

(22) DECOMMISSIONING PLAN. A documented plan that details the removal
methodology and cost for an infrastructure unit. The plan shall include at a minimum
a written description of the proposed service life, an estimated cost to remove and
restore the site to original condition signed by either a contractor familiar with the
type of work or a registered professional engineer, acknowledgment that full cash
deposit of such cost shall be provided to the township before issuance of required
permits, acknowledgment that cash deposit may be utilized by the township if the
infrastructure unit is abandoned or site restoration is not completed within 60 days of
end of service life, certification of compliance with all county, state and federal
regulations/laws and other compliance with other conditions established by the
township planning commission as part of the special use permitting process. No bond
or other form of surety is acceptable in lieu of cash. Upon satisfactory removal and
restoration as determined by the Frankenmuth Township Board of Trustees, any
excess cash deposits will be returned by the Township to the depositing entity.

(23) DISTRICT. Any section within the community for which the regulations contained
within this ordinance are the same.

(24) DWELLING. A building or portion thereof designed for occupancy by one family for
residential purposes and having cooking facilities.

(25) DWELLING TYPES. For the purpose of this ordinance, dwellings are separated into the
following categories and herewith defined accordingly:

(a) A single-family dwelling is a detached building containing one (1)

dwelling unit only. Townhouses and similar attached dwellings are
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included as defined in Chapter 22, Section 2207 (4) (c).

(b) Two-family dwelling is a building containing two (2) dwelling units.

(c) Multiple dwelling is a building or portion thereof containing three (3) or
more dwelling units.

(26) DWELLING UNIT.

(a) Dwelling Unit, Farm
A dwelling unit located on a farm which is used or intended for use
by the farm's Owner, operator, or person employed thereon. Only
one farm dwelling shall be permitted on each farm.

(b) Dwelling Unit, Nonfarm
A dwelling unit located within the A-1 or A-2 District that is not a
farm dwelling unit and which is designed for occupancy by a
single family.

(27) FAMILY.

(a) An individual or group of two or more persons related by blood,
marriage, or adoption, together with foster children and domestic
employees of the principal occupants, with not more than one additional
unrelated person, who are domiciled together as a single, domestic,
housekeeping unit in a dwelling unit, or

(b) A collective number of individuals domiciled together in one dwelling
unit whose relationship is of a continuing non-transient domestic
character and who are cooking and living as a single nonprofit
housekeeping unit. This definition shall not include any society, club,
fraternity, sorority, association, lodge, coterie, organization, or group of
students or other individuals whose domestic relationship is of a
transitory or seasonal nature or for an anticipated limited duration of a
school term or terms or other similar determinable period.

(28) FARM. Except as provided below, a farm is real property used for commercial
agriculture comprising at least twenty contiguous acres, which may contain other
non-contiguous acreage, all of which is operated by a sole proprietorship, partnership,
or corporation and includes all necessary farm buildings, structures, and machinery.

(a) A tract may be considered a farm if it is between 5 and 40 acres,
provided it is devoted primarily to an agricultural use and has produced
a gross annual income from agriculture of $200.00 per year or more per
acre of cleared and tillable land.

(b) A smaller tract may be considered a farm if designated by the
Department of Agriculture as a specialty farm in one ownership, which
has produced a gross annual income from an agricultural use of $200.00
or more.

(29) FARM ANIMALS. Any four-footed creature considered as livestock.

(30) FARM BUILDINGS. Any building or accessory structure other than a farm or a nonfarm
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dwelling unit, which is used for farm operations such as, but not limited to a barn,
grain bin, silo, farm implement storage building, and/or milkhouse.

(31) FARM OPERATION. A condition or activity which occurs on a farm in connection with
the commercial production of farm products, and includes, but is not limited to:
odors; dust; fumes; operation of machinery and irrigation pumps; ground and aerial
seeding and spraying; the application of chemical fertilizers, conditioners,
insecticides, pesticides and herbicides; and the employment and use of labor. Note:
This definition is from the Right to Farm Act, PA93 of 1981, as amended.

(32) FARM PRODUCTS. Those plants and animals useful to man and includes but is not
limited to: forages and sod crops, grains and feed crops, dairy and dairy products,
poultry and poultry products, livestock, including breeding and grazing, fruits,
vegetables, flowers, seeds, grasses, trees, fish, apiaries, equine and other similar
products, or any other product which incorporates the use of food, feed, fiber or fur.
Note: This definition is from the Right to Farm Act, PA93 of 1981, as amended.

(33) FLOODPLAIN. The land bordering rivers and streams that are normally dry but
inundated by water during floods.

(34) FLOODWAY:: The part of a water body which carries most of the flow during a flood
event.

(35) GARAGE, COMMUNITY. A community garage is a building used for the storage of
three (3) or more automobiles of two (2) 3 or more owners and containing no public
repair or service facilities.

(36) HOME OCCUPATION. A special use that may be attached to a legal residential
dwelling unit, consisting of any business carried on by one or more occupants of the
dwelling, which is clearly incidental and secondary to the use of the dwelling for
residential purposes.

(37) HOME-SECTIONAL or COMPONENT. Several building components, which are
factory-fabricated and transported to the home site, where they are put on a
permanent foundation and joined to make a complete house meeting the current
Building Code in effect.

(38) HOSPITAL. An institution for the diagnosis, treatment and care of aged, sick or injured
people. The term “hospital” shall include sanitarium, rest home, nursery home and
convalescent home; but shall not include any institution for the care of mental
disorders or the treatment of alcoholics or drug addicts.

(39) HOUSE TRAVEL TRAILER. A vehicular portable structure designed as a temporary
dwelling for travel, recreational and vacation uses.

(40) JUNK YARD. An open area where waste, used or secondhand materials are bought and
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sold, exchanged, stored, baled, packed, disassembled, or handled, including but not
limited to scrap iron and other metals, paper, rags, rubber tires, and bottles. A Junk
Yard includes automobile wrecking yards, and two or more inoperative, unlicensed
vehicles shall be construed to be a junk yard.

(41) LOADING BERTH. See “Loading Space".

(42) LOADING SPACE. An off-street space at least ten feet (10”) wide, sixty feet (60°) long
and fifteen feet (15°) high; either within a building or outside on the same lot,
provided, maintained and available for the loading and unloading of good or
merchandise and having direct and unobstructed access to a street or alley.

(43) LOT. A parcel of land occupied or intended for occupancy by a main building and
accessory buildings thereto, together with such open spaces as are required under the
provisions of this Ordinance. Every lot shall abut upon and have permanent access to
a public street.

(44) LOT AREA. The total horizontal area within the lot lines of the lot.

(45) LOT; CORNER, INTERIOR AND THROUGH:
A Corner Lot is a lot which has at least two contiguous sides abutting upon a street
for their full length and provided the two sides intersect at an angle of not more than
one hundred thirty-five (135) degrees.
An Interior Lot is a lot other than a Corner Lot.
Through Lot is an Interior Lot having frontage on two streets, which do not intersect
at a point contiguous to such lot.

(46) LOT LINES. The lines abutting a lot as defined herein:
LOT LINES, FRONT. That line separating the lot from the street or place. In the case
of a corner lot or through lot, the lines separating the lot from each street.
LOT LINE, REAR. The lot line that is opposite the front lot line. In the case of a
corner lot, the rear lot line may be opposite either front lot line, but there shall be only
one rear lot line. In the case of a lot with side lot lines converging at the rear, the rear
lot line shall be an imaginary line parallel to the front lot line, not less than twenty
feet (20°) long, lying farthest from the front lot line and wholly within the lot.
LOT LINE, SIDE. Any lot line not a front lot line or not a rear lot line.

(47) LOT LINE, WIDTH OF. The width measured along the front lot line or street line.

(48) LOT OF RECORD. A parcel of land, the dimensions of which are shown on a document
or map on file with the County Register of Deeds or in common use by County and
Community Officials, and which actually exists as shown, or any part of such parcel
held in a record ownership separate from that of the remainder thereof.

(49) NONCONFORMING USE. A building, structure, or use of land existing at the time of
enactment of this ordinance, and which does not conform to the regulations of the
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district or zone in which it is situated.

(50) OPEN SPACE. Any unoccupied space open to the sky on the same lot with a building.
See Courts.

(51)PARKING SPACE. An off-street space of at least one hundred and eighty (180) square
feet exclusive of necessary driveways, aisles or maneuvering areas suitable to
accommodate one motor vehicle and having direct unobstructed access to a
street or alley.

(52) POND: An area of water, either natural or artificial, that is smaller than a lake.

(53) PRINCIPAL USE. The main use to which the premises are devoted and the principal
purpose for which the premises exist.

(54) PUBLIC UTILITY. Any person, firm, corporation, municipal department or board fully
authorized to furnish to the public electricity, gas, steam, telephone, telegraph,
transportation or water.

(55) PUBLIC ROAD FRONTAGE. The line at which the public road meets the front lot line
of the parcel. [Adopted 9-20-21]

(56) RIGHT-OF-WAY. A street, alley, or other thoroughfare or easement permanently
established for passage of persons or vehicles.

(57) ROADSIDE STAND. A “roadside stand” is a structure for the display of agricultural
products, with no space for customers within the structure itself.

(58) SERVICE-ESSENTIAL. The construction, alteration, or maintenance by private
companies or public departments, or agencies of the various transmissions,
distribution, or disposal systems that are essential for preservation of the public
health, safety, or general welfare, such as: Gas, electricity, telephone, water, and
sewer. Also, this term includes all poles, wires, mains, drains, sewers, pipes, cables,
traffic signals, hydrants, and other similar equipment or accessories reasonably
necessary to provide adequate service of said companies or agencies; but the term
shall not include buildings or utility substations.

(59) SIGN. See Chapter 5.

(60) SITE, AREA. The total area within the property lines, excluding street right-of-way.

(61) SITE PLAN. Complete and detailed diagram of a project site indicating building location
and form, surface circulation, expected activities in all outdoor and associated indoor

areas, general shape and treatment of ground, major landscaping, and additional
features affecting the outdoor space.
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(62) SHORT-TERM RENTAL. A property that is a furnished home, condominium, or other
dwelling rented to the transient, traveling, or vacationing public for less than 30 days
at a time.

(63) SPECIAL USE. The term applies to a use which may be permitted by the application for
and issuance of a Special Use Permit recommended by the Planning Commission and
upon approval of the Township Board. Specified procedures and requirements, as
outlined in cited sections, must be complied with prior to issuance of said permit by
the Township Zoning Administrator.

(64) STABLE, PRIVATE. An accessory building in which horses are kept for private use and
not for hire, remuneration, or sale.

(65) STORY, HALF. A space under a sloping roof which has the line of intersection of roof
decking and wall face not more than three feet (3”) above the top floor level and in
which space not more than two-thirds (2/3) of the floor area is finished off for the use.
A half-story (1/2) containing independent apartments of living quarters shall be
counted as a full story.

(66) STORY, HEIGHT OF. The vertical distance from the top surface of one floor to the top
surface of the next above. The height of the topmost story is the distance from the top
surface of the floor to the top surface of the ceiling joints.

(67) STREET. A public thoroughfare that affords the principal means of access to abutting
property.

(68) STREET FUNCTIONAL CLASSIFICATION. Functional classification is the process by
which streets and highways are grouped into classes, or systems, according to the
character of service they are intended to provide. Three basic groups include (1)
Arterioles for primary mobility; (2) Collectors for both mobility and land access; and
(3) Locals for primary land access.

(a) PRINCIPAL ARTERIAL. Serves the major centers of activity of the
region, the highest traffic volume corridors, and the longest trip
distances.

(b) MINOR ARTERIAL. Interconnects with and augments the principal
arterial system and provides service to trips of moderate length at a
somewhat lower level of travel mobility than principal arterioles.

(c) COLLECTOR. The collector system provides both land access service and
local traffic movements within residential neighborhoods, commercial
areas, and industrial areas.

(d) LOCAL. Serves as direct land access and access to higher systems.

(69) STREET LINE. The legal line of demarcation between a street or land for service,
benefit, or enjoyment.
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(70) SWIMMING POOL. Any structure intended for swimming or recreational bathing that
has a depth of greater than 24 inches or a capacity of greater than 300 gallons. This
includes in-ground, above-ground, and on-ground swimming pools, hot tubs, and
spas.

(71) USE. The employment or occupation of a building structure or land for service, benefit,
or enjoyment.

(72) VARIANCE. A modification of the literal provisions of the ordinance granted when strict
enforcement thereof would cause undue hardship owing to circumstances unique to
the specific property on which the modification is granted by the Board of Appeals on
Zoning.

(73) YARD. An open space on the same lot with a building, unobstructed from the ground
upward, except as otherwise provided herein. The measurement of a yard shall be
construed as the minimum horizontal distance between the lot line and the building
line.

(74) YARD, FRONT. A yard extending across the front of a lot between the side lot lines and
measured between the front line of the lot and the nearest point of the main building
or land use.

(75) YARD, REAR. An open space on the same lot with a main building unoccupied except
as herein permitted, extending the full width of the lot and situated between the rear
line of the lot and the rear line of the building projected to the side lines of the lot.
The depth of the rear yard shall be measured between the rear line of the lot, or the
center line of the alley if there is an alley, and the rear line of the building.

(76) YARD, SIDE. An open, unoccupied space on the same lot with the building, situated
between the building and the side line of the lot and extending from the front yard to
the rear yard. Any lot line not a front line or a rear line shall be deemed a side line.

(77) YARD REQUIRED--HOW MEASURED. The required yard depth or width shall be
measured in a horizontal plane and at right angles from the lot line in question or an
extension thereof.
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